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REFLECTIONS:  
When Someone Is Gone 

 

 

It was one of those rare times at our house when there was only 
one child around. Stevie's older sisters were off at camps and on 
mission trips, so it was a good time for a father-son airport 
outing. 

We had just left McDonald's and were on our way to visit the 
cockpit of a DC-9 when Stevie surprised me. After I said, "This 
is fun, isn't it?" he replied, almost sadly, "Yeah, but it's not as 
much fun without Melissa." 

I figured his mind would be filled with thoughts of airplanes 
and burgers, so for him to think about his 8-year-old sister was 
unexpected. 

His sentiment reminded me of how significant our loved ones 
are to us. When they're away, our activities can't make us stop 
thinking of them and wishing they were with us. That truth has 
special significance if we have loved ones who have died. The 
loss of their companionship is painful. Life is not the same 
without them. 

In our sadness, though, God comforts us with the promise of 1 
Thessalonians 4, which tells us that we do not need to "sorrow 
as others who have no hope" (v.13). We can look forward to the 
time when Jesus returns and we will be reunited with our 
believing loved ones. That truth is a big comfort when someone 
is gone.-JDB 

 
 

Think of the thrill we'll have meeting 
Loved ones who've gone on before; 

Think of the joy and the rapture, 
Then think of parting no more. 
    - Anon   

 
(above) By JDB, Our Daily Bread, Copyright 1994; 

 
 

(right) By Dave Egner, Our Daily Bread, Copyright 2003 
 

by RBC Ministries, Grand Rapids, MI. 
Reprinted by permission 

 

 
    

At the Cemetery  
He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live. —John 11:25 

When a loved one dies and we go to the cemetery, we may join 
a long processional. We may sit or stand around the gravesite 
and listen respectfully while the priest commits the body to the 
earth and reads Bible verses about the resurrection. Then the 
casket is lowered into the ground. We may return later to leave 
some flowers and stand with heads bowed in memory and 
respect. Our loved one is dead, and we know we can never 
bring him back.  
When Jesus went to the cemetery, it was different. His friend 
Lazarus had died, and when Jesus got to the tomb, He exercised 
His power and authority. He commanded: "Take away the 
stone" (John 11:39). "Lazarus, come forth!" (v.43). "Loose him, 
and let him go" (v.44).  
We might wish with all our hearts that we could bring a loved 
one back, but if we were to give those commands nothing 
would happen. But Jesus has that ability, for He is "the 
resurrection and the life" (v.25). His power was demonstrated 
when Lazarus came out of the tomb—alive!  
One day, Jesus will again be "at the cemetery." And when He 
gives the command, all the dead who believed in Him will 
"come forth" (John 5:28-29; 1 Thessalonians 4:16). What a day 
that will be! —  Dave Egner 

There'll be no sorrow there, no more burdens to bear, 
No more sickness, no pain, no more parting over there; 

And forever I will be with the One who died for me— 
What a day, glorious day that will be! — @ 1965 Ben L. Speer 



From the Director’s Desk 

 

As summer draws to an end, it seems like the only thing that has 
not grown weary of the drought and heat are the weeds.  Like 
the inhabitants of the Sunshine State, they just love the hot and 
humid weather.  Lawns that looked so promising in the 
springtime now have been taken over by so many varieties of 
weeds that the ryes and the fescues and the bluegrass are lost in 
a sea of these invaders.  The lawns of the cemeteries face the 
same battle, and we look forward to some cooler weather when 
we can once again enjoy the upper hand. 
 
Recently, a news item flashed across the screen of the news 
channel I was watching.  Usually these are not pleasant items, 
bombings and deaths in the Middle East, shootings, kidnappings 
and missing persons at home, plane crashes or natural disasters. 
 Yet the wording of this particular item and the follow-up story 
caught my attention.   The President of Pakistan and the Prime 
Minister of India, countries divided by decades of war, distrust 
and religious differences, issued a joint statement that said in 
part, “conscious of the historic opportunity created by the 
improved relations and the overwhelming desire of the peoples 
of the two countries for a durable peace…determined that the 
peace process was now irreversible.”  The last part of that 
statement contained words that one does not usually see or hear 
in the same sentence.  We hear about war being inevitable, but 
to read that the peace process was now “irreversible” was 
certainly refreshing, especially considering the years of strife the 
peoples of these two nations have been through.  Though I’m 
sure that there will continue to be pitfalls in this process, there 
was public acknowledgement by the leaders of these two nations 
that the desire for peace was so strong that the barriers to a 
mutual agreement would be overcome. 
 
For those who have suffered the death of a family member, the 
peace of the spirit may seem as an elusive goal.  The feeling of 
loss, loneliness, anger, guilt and all the other emotions that 
present themselves at time of death of a loved one may seem so 
overwhelming that the thought that there could ever again be 
peace in our lives may seem impossible. 
 
In the Book of Ecclesiastes (and for those of us who grew up in 
the 1960’s from its adaptation into a folk-rock tune) we are 
reminded that there is a time for every season: “A time to reap, a 
time to sow, a time for war, a time for peace.”  I recently heard 
this reading at a funeral Mass, and what struck me was the 
inspired words the author used for those in sorrow: “A time to 
mourn, a time to dance.”  We aren’t told that there is a time to 
mourn and a time to be glad; the author brings us all the way 
from mourning to dancing, the ultimate expression of joy and 
happiness.  What a far-reaching journey we have to bring us 
from that one extreme to the other! 
 
Don’t be hard on yourself if you’re only part way along in this 
journey.  Know that others are there with you, and seek their 
help and support.  Pray that God will give you strength and 
guidance, and know that our Lord’s promise of a peace beyond 
all understanding awaits you   Peace be with you. 
 

Stainless Steel Portraits 

On March 16, 2005 – The Diocese of Rockville 
Centre Office of Catholic Cemeteries announced a 
new memorial portrait program which will allow 
stainless steel portraits as a new personalization 
option for most burial spaces at the three Diocesan 
Catholic Cemeteries. 
 
Available in color or black and white, the portraits are 
created by converting an original photograph into a 
digital format.  The digitized image is then “burned” 
into stainless steel.  Catholic Cemeteries in 
cooperation with its memorial suppliers offers state-
of-the-art image transfer technology and the 
maximum color retention of stainless steel to ensure 
beautiful and long-lasting results.  Examples of color 
and black and white stainless steel memorial 
portraits are on display at the cemetery offices. 
 
Digital technology enables a wide 
variety of choices in the creation of 
the portrait, including a choice of 
color backgrounds.  Catholic 
Cemeteries can also combine two 
individual photographs (such as 
husband and wife) to create a 
double-portrait image.  Conversely, a double image 
can be separated to create one or two stainless-steel 
images.  Attire can also be modified to create a more 
dignified image.  Size of the oval portrait is 
dependent on the memorial on which it is to be 
installed. The maximum portrait size is 3½” by 4¼”.   
 
The memorial portrait program is the latest in a 
series of customization options available at Catholic 
Cemeteries.  Other personalization options include: 
memorial kiosk and monument etching. 
 
For nearly fifteen years, located in each Catholic 
Cemetery, the memorial kiosk is a computerized 
interment directory that enables the inclusion of an 
image and biography of the deceased.   
 
Images are also etched into cemetery monuments.  
A traditional photograph is digitized and then the 
image is etched into the granite gravesite monument 
by computerized etching machines. This option 
offers personalization of a monument without 
sacrificing generational integrity. 
 

Comfort one another with these words. 
--1 Thessalonians 4:18 



Death separates us for a time; Christ will reunite us forever. 
 

Holiday Decoration Program  
  
Catholic Cemeteries will again offer a holiday decoration 
program. For those families who have gravesites, the Christmas 
program affords the opportunity to purchase an evergreen 
blanket or pillow, while the Easter Program offers a palm cross 
for placement on individual graves. 
 
We will continue to decorate the chapels in our mausoleums with 
poinsettias at Christmas and lilies at Easter. All families, 
especially those who have entombments in our Crypts, are 
invited to purchase a plant in memory of a loved one.  The name 
of the deceased will be listed in a memorial book placed in each 
of the chapels. 
 
If you placed an order last year, or ordered flowers for the 
Chapels in the past, you will receive notification through the 

mail. Otherwise, you may fill out the coupon below and mail it 
with your check as soon as possible. 
 
        

Christmas Ornaments  
 
The Christmas Holiday season is not a happy one for everyone. 
If you are in the midst of grief, you may feel overwhelmed not 
only by your loss, but also by the expectations of others. There is 
an inherent need to remember those you have loved in a special 
way and, hopefully, we can provide you with such an opportunity. 
 
At Holy Rood, Holy Sepulchre, and Queen of All Saints 
Cemeteries, during the Saturday Mass on December 3rd, family 
members will be invited to place an ornament on our Christmas 
trees in memory of their loved ones. You are invited to bring an 
ornament with you to be placed there during the offertory 
procession. Please remember that our chapels are public places, 
so we recommend an ornament that can be easily replaced, if 
necessary. The ornaments will remain on the trees throughout 
the Christmas season and can be picked up any day from 
January 1st through January 10th. 

Candle Lighting Service  
 
It has been said that a cemetery is for the living. Although it’s 
true that a Catholic Cemetery is the final resting place of the 
mortal bodies that were temples of the Holy Spirit until the Lord 
comes in glory, it is also a place where we, the living, come to 
remember those we love who have gone before us. It is a place 
where we come soon after the funeral filled with sadness and 
loneliness.    
 
In time, however, we come to the awareness that the cemetery is 
a place of comfort; we live in the hope that those we love are 
safe and secure in the Lord. We are also comforted in the simple 
act of remembering our loved ones, as the visit to the cemetery 
renews a bond we know can never be broken.  
 
On Sunday, October 30th, we will have an opportunity to 
remember, in a special way, those we love that are interred in 
Catholic Cemeteries. Beginning at 3:00 PM at Holy Rood 
Cemetery, the Diocesan Choir will preside over a ceremony of 
prayer, song and remembrance. All will participate in a candle 
lighting ceremony at which time those who were interred since 
November 1st 2004 will be remembered by name.   
 

We invite all to attend, 
 pray, sing, and remember. 

 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                      
     

Christmas (2005) 
____  Blankets (Graves)             @ $50 =  $ _______ 
____  Pillows (Graves)                @ $35 =  $ _______ 
____  Poinsettias (Chapels)         @ $20 =  $ _______ 
 
Easter (2006) 
____  Palm Crosses (Graves)     @ $20 =  $ _______ 
____  Easter Lilies (Chapels)      @ $20 =  $ _______ 
Total Enclosed =      $_______________ 
Name____________________________________________
___ 
Address___________________________________________
__  
Town______________________  State_______  
Zip________ 
Cemetery_________________________________________
__ 
Section___________ Range___________ Plot____________ 
or Chapel Mausoleum _______________________________ 
Corridor ___________________ Tier______  Crypt #______ 
Name of deceased

If you plan to attend, please contact the cemetery office at 
(516) 334-7990 no later than Monday, October 24th, with the 

name of the deceased who was interred after  
November 1st, 2004, whom you wish to have remembered. 

 

Queen of Peace Cemetery?  
Finding new Burial Space for 

Roman Catholics in Nassau County. 
 
Since 1995, the Diocese has been seeking approval from 
the Village of Old Westbury for cemetery use of ninety-
seven acres of land it owns on Jericho Turnpike.  The 
Diocese pursued the matter in the courts, and the 
Appellate Division affirmed the Diocese’s contention that 
the use of the property is religious and must be 
accommodated under the New York State Constitution. In 
recent months, the Diocese has presented the site plan 
phase by presenting plans to the Village.  The new plan 
attempts to address the concerns of the residents by 
reducing the cemetery size and subdividing the remaining 
acreage into building lots.  By doing this, no current 
property owner will be immediately adjacent to the 
cemetery and the building lots will remain on the tax roles. 
 Entrance to the cemetery will be restricted to Jericho 
Turnpike.  Since cemetery traffic does not coincide with 
peak traffic hours, we are confident that this six lane 
divided state highway is more than sufficient to handle the 
additional traffic pattern with little impact.   
 



 

Saturday Masses in the Chapel at 9:30 AM: 
 

Holy Rood Cemetery 
111 Old Country Road - PO Box 182 

Westbury, NY 11590-0182 
Tel: (516) 334-7990 

 

   2005 Oct. 1 2006 Jan. 7   Mar. 18 
 Oct. 15           Jan.   21    Apr.     1  

              Nov.    5                     Feb.    4        Apr.   22          
             Nov.  19                     Feb.   25      May    6 

 Dec.    3                    Mar.    4        May   20 
 Dec.  17                     

 

       Holy Sepulchre  Queen of All Saints 
       3442 Route 112    115 Wheeler Road 
      Coram, NY 11727  Central Islip, NY 11722 
    Tel: (631) 732-3460    Tel: (631) 234-8297 
  

  2005   Oct .   1      2006     Jan.   7       Apr.  1 
               Nov.   5                   Feb.  4             May    6 
               Dec.  3                  Mar.  4 

 

Cemetery gates are open everyday from 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM. 
Offices are closed at noon Saturday, on Sundays and the 

following holidays: 
 

 Columbus Day October 10th  -------- 2005 
 Veteran’s Day November 11th 
 Thanksgiving Day November 24th 

 Christmas Eve December 24th (12 NOON) 
 Christmas Day (Observed) December 26th

 New Year’s Eve December 31st (12 NOON) 
 New Year’s Day (Observed) January 2nd -----------------  2006 
 Martin Luther King Day        January 16th  
 President’s Day February 20th 
 Holy Thursday April 13th (12:30 PM) 
 Good Friday April 14th (12:30 PM) 
 Memorial Day May 29th 

Forms, Maps, Answers to Questions at  
www.holyroodcemetery.org

 

Planting Regulations 
As cool weather approaches, we would like to remind you about 
the planting regulations. Artificial flowers are permitted during the 
winter months beginning November 1st. Holiday decorations in the 
form of a blanket or wreath may be placed on the gravesites.  
Christmas decorations will be removed beginning January 30, 
2006 (weather permitting). 

Dates to Remember: 
 

Cemetery Sunday, October 30th

Holy Rood Cemetery, Westbury 
Candle Lighting Service at 3:00 PM 

 

All Souls Day Field Masses – Wednesday, November 2, 2005 
Holy Rood Cemetery, Westbury - 9:30 am 

Most Reverend William F. Murphy 
Holy Sepulchre Cemetery, Coram - 11:00 am 

Most Reverend Emil A. Wcela 
Queen of All Saints Cemetery, Central Islip - 11:00 am  

Most Reverend John C. Dunne 
 

Christmas Ornament Placement 
December 3rd at All Cemeteries – 9:30 AM Mass 

 

Change of Address 

Name_________________________________________________________ 

OLD Address___________________________________________________ 

Town_____________________________ State_________ Zip____________ 
                                                                                                                       
NEW Address___________________________________________________ 

Town___________________________ State___________ Zip____________ 

Plot Location: Cemetery__________________________________________ 

   Section ____________ Range _____________ Lot __________  
OR 
   Mausoleum __________ Corridor _________ Tier & Crypt (Niche) _______ 
Deceased’s Name: ______________________________________________ 
 

Have You Moved?  It's important to keep your current  
address on file in case you have to be contacted for any  

reason, or to keep receiving your copy of Sacred Places. 

http://www.holyroodcemetery.org/
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